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On the Pitch Resolution of

Folklore Transcription by Bartok Bela

Wow Flutter Analysis on Edison’s Wax Cylinder Recorder
Ken ITO, Jinyoung LEE
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Abstract

However Bartok Bela was the founder of ethnomusicology, his transcription of folklore
has a limit of semitone on pitch resolution and this fact has left both influential sides of
merits and demerits. With the Wow-Flutter Analysis of Edison Wax Cylinder Recorder,
which was used by Bartok for his life, we evaluate limitations of pitch resolution during
the former half of 20" century and would like to clarify the criteria of music fieldwork

transcription in the 21% century.
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Frequency Spectrum(no window): Sine 880Hz — Original —11min
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